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Our goal is to ensure that everyone in urban America has 
access to a quality park within a 10-minute walk of 
home.



Creative Placemaking

Community 
Health



City Park Facts



ParkScore



ParkServe



Parks can be agents of 
positive change. 



Shared space.
Inclusive communities



Strategies & 
Precedents



Green Alleys – Los Angeles, CA

Before After



Midway Peace Park

• New 5.5-acre park being developed in St. Paul, Minnesota.

• Will be within 10-minute walk of over 6,000 residents, 

many of whom are recent Somali and Hmong immigrants.

• Park being designed and planned through community 

engagement and “park listening”



Story Mill Community Park Bozeman, MT

Design Workshop for The Trust for Public Land



Park-adjacent affordable 
housing

Story Mill Community Park

Bozeman, MT



The 606 is the world’s third elevated linear 

park, running nearly three miles atop 

Bloomingdale Avenue from Ashland to 

Ridgeway. It gives families miles of biking, 

walking, and commuting on a path that rises 

above, ultimately, six connected parks. The 

606 connects four neighborhoods, all 

underserved by parks. The 606 provides a 

safe place to play and a healthy route to 

school—as well as integrated arts, an 

education program, the Exelon observatory, 

and more. 

The 606- Chicago, IL



Lessons from The 606

• An unfortunate side effect of The 606 

was increased property taxes and rent, 

which may have been a contributing 

factor in gentrification and 

displacement.

• TPL is now doing a study on impacts of 

park development on gentrification and 

displacement.



11th Street Bridge Park
Building Bridges across the River

Washington, D.C. 

OMA + OLIN



11th Street Bridge Park



11th Street Bridge Park Equity Strategies
Workforce Development:

• Ensure that neighboring residents in 

Wards 6, 7, and 8 as well as harder-to-

employ District residents are prioritized 

in the application process and hired for 

construction and post-construction jobs 

on the Bridge park

Small Business Enterprise

• Support and nurture a thriving network 

of small businesses that operate on the 

Bridge Park following construction

• Leverage the 11th Street Bridge Park to 

build small businesses in the 

surrounding community

• Ensure the Bridge Park is deeply 

connected to business corridors on both 

sides of the Anacostia River



11th Street Bridge Park Equity Strategies (cont.)

Housing

• Collect, organize, and disseminate resources and information regarding housing opportunities 

to residents in the Bridge Park Impact Area

• Work with city agencies and existing non-profits on strategies to preserve existing affordable 

housing (rental and ownership_ and leverage existing public and private resources to build new 

affordable housing near the Bridge Park. Coordinate this effort with the Mayor’s annual 

commitment of $100 million in the Housing Production Trust Fund to increase and preserve 

affordable housing in the District.

• Engage and participate in partnerships with those in the housing community to support and 

advocate for policies that preserve existing affordable housing and spur the creation of new 

affordable units within the Bridge Park Impact Area.



Minneapolis 20-year Neighborhood Park 
Plan (NP20)



Measuring Equity in San Francisco parks

Census tracts with 
the highest 

20% 
of Cal-EPA’s 
Population 

Characteristics, 
compared to 

the City 
as a whole, 

are designated as 
Equity Zones



Measuring Equity in San Francisco parks
Demographics Equity Zone City-wide

Population 163,906 805,235

% Population 20% 100%

Metrics

Access Acres of park/1,000 people 4.42 4.00

Number of parks/1,000 people 0.49 0.26

Safety SFPD Incidents within 500' of Parks/1,000 people 65 23

Maintenance Park Evaluation Scores 84.1 85.6

Maintenance and repair requests completed 83.5% 83.0%

Investment $ Capital Investment/1,000 people $64,003 $24,333

Hours of Volunteer Service TBD TBD

Recreation Hours of Recreational Resources/1,000 people 530 284

Scholarships Granted/1,000 4.9 2.8




